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“Jesus & a Desperate Woman” 
    John 4:1-42 
 

 

This week we will be in John, Chapter 4, and will enter into the encounter between Jesus 

and a very desperate woman of the region of Samaria. 

 

We are in the middle the July heat and in the midst of the height of the vacation season as 

millions of people on their way to visit family and friends.  People hope to get away for 

some relaxation and refreshment.  Kristy and I and the boys will be joining their ranks in 

just about a month from now when we head to Western Pennsylvania to a sleepy little 

town called Oil City in the Allegheny Mountains right next to the Allegheny River.  

That’s where my dad grew up, and he can’t wait to take his grandsons out to all of the 

creeks, caves, woods, trails, and all of the places where he grew up.  We’ve got family 

reunions and a lot of good things ahead of us. 

 

Somebody said that there are three stages to the typical vacation.  First, there is the 

anticipation stage.  Second, there is the recreation stage, and thirdly, there is the 

recuperation stage.  That’s interesting.  There have been times when I have used the 

phrase, “I’ve got to take a little vacation after my vacation.  I need to get some rest after 

my vacation.”  Some people come back from their vacation time financially taxed.  

Someone said it’s like two weeks of fun, two months of funds.  Some people come home 

from their vacations physically depleted.  I would venture to say that some people even 

come home from their vacations emotionally depleted; just worn out inside.  It could be 

that they had anticipated a great time where they would do some exciting things, and it 

didn’t turn out the way they expected. 

 

A lot of people coming home from their vacation time just don’t want to start life again.  

They don’t want to enter back into the swing of everyday life.  They would rather stay on 

permanent vacation.  I was just thinking about these things in relation to the passage that 

I have been living with and studying this week, and it’s a reminder for us that true 

satisfaction of the soul, in the deepest place of our hearts, minds and lives, doesn’t come 

from the things of this world.  That true, deep satisfaction of soul comes in communion, 

fellowship and worship of the One who created the human soul in the first place.  

 

That is something we need to keep in mind in the midst of all of our plans and in the 

midst of all of the things we do.  If we are looking to vacations for some kind of deep, 

lasting satisfaction of soul, I need to let you know that it’s not going to happen.  That also 

needs to define the way that we buy things; that needs to define the way we approach 

relationships.  If you are looking for any particular human relationship to give you that 

deep, inner satisfaction, you are not going to find it if you are not first getting deep, inner 

satisfaction in communion with the God who created you.  He adds people into our lives 

for our good, but the primary relationship needs to be God.  God is our creator.  God is 

the one who has made us to know Him.  When we don’t walk and commune with Him 

and when His grace, love and truth are not the very air that we breathe on a constant 
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basis, we are not going to have that fullness of life that our Savior taught about when He 

was here on this earth. 

 

This morning we are going to enter into the work of Jesus in the life of a woman whose 

life was empty.  This was a desperate woman from the region of Samaria.  Jesus is going 

to approach her at a place called Jacob’s Well.  It has been pointed out that the water jar 

that she carried to that Well to fill it up with water was a fitting symbol of this women’s 

life.  It was empty.  She went there every day to fill up the jar but at the end of the night, 

the jar was empty once again.  It seems that this woman was seeking to fill her life with 

love.  She had been involved in five marriages and she was looking to those relationships, 

perhaps, to give her some kind of fullness in her life.  Now she was with a man that she 

was not married to, and it was even complicating things more.  She was empty.  She was 

desperate.  She was all by herself.  Now we get to see how God incarnate, how Jesus the 

Son of God, entered into her world and worked in her life.  We see a wonderful work of 

God in the verses that are spread out before us and to see that progress in her life. 

 

This work of God is going to come to us in four stages.  First, there is going to be a work 

of providence.  Second, there is going to be a work of revelation.  Jesus is going to get 

some truths across to her.  Thirdly, there is going to be a work of conviction dealing with 

the sensitive things her life, and dealing with her sin.  The fourth work encompasses the 

entire thing.  We are going to see that there was a wonderful work of God’s grace in 

Samaria on that day. 

 

So let’s enter into this story understanding that this is human history that we are talking 

about.  This is when God robed Himself in human skin.  This is God interacting with an 

historical woman who lived and had a very difficult life.  We are going to see how Jesus, 

the Son of God, ministered to her. 

 

First we see a work of providence.  We see how God ordered the circumstances so that 

His Son would now be able to interact with this woman.  So we read of this starting in 

John, Chapter 4:1: 

 
1
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and 

baptizing more disciples than John
 
(although Jesus himself did not baptize, but 

only his disciples), 
3
he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 

4
And he had to 

pass through Samaria.” 

 

Usually the Jews went around Samaria.  The Jews did not like Samaria or the Samaritans 

so they went around Samaria to the east side of the Jordan.  It seems that things were so 

difficult and pressing that Jesus said they were taking a different route.  He did not want 

to be where any Pharisees may be since His time had not yet come.  Jesus had to take 

another route so He went straight through Samaria. 

 
5
So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 
6
Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from 

his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.  
7
A woman 



3 

 

from Samaria came to draw water.  Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8
(For his 

disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.)” 

 

We might look at that situation and say what a lucky lady.  The circumstances of life 

worked out so that Jesus was sitting alone at the well as the women came up to draw 

water.  It just so happened that He left Judea and walked at the perfect pace so that He 

would be at that well at the perfect time.  The woman also left her little village which was 

about half mile from the well and walked at the perfect pace so she would be there at the 

perfect time.  It just so happened that all of that worked out so that they would be there at 

the same time to encounter each other.  And it happened it took all twelve of the disciples 

to go find food and they were not present to deter Jesus from talking to the Samaritan 

women. 

 

All these things just so happened and we say that it is wonderful.  But those of us who are 

students of the Word of God know better than that.  It wasn’t about happenstance.  It 

wasn’t about things “just so happening.”  It was about God in His sovereign providence 

ordering circumstances so they came together at this place and time.  Somebody said it 

was as though God the Father had this woman in His left hand and His Son in His right 

hand and He worked the circumstances to bring them right there at that well at the same 

time so that this divine encounter could take place in this women’s life.   

 

We see a wonderful work of providence here.  It says in Ephesians 1:11 that, “he works 

all things according to the counsel of his will.”  He works in all things.  Sometimes God 

works in human history through the visible hand of the miraculous, but more often He is 

working through His unseen hand of providence guiding circumstances so that these 

types of divine encounters take place in accordance with His design and will.  God still 

does these workings of providence today.  There have been a few occasions where I have 

had the privilege of standing up here and talking about the Bible and have had people 

come up after the service and say that it was no accident that they were here that day to 

hear what I had to say; what the Bible had to say, really.  They told me what I said was 

exactly what they needed to hear.  I would say, “Praise God for His providential 

working.”  You are here right now to hear from this passage of Scripture.  I want to let 

you know that God’s hand of providence is working now so that you might hear Him 

speak to your life from what’s written in this passage. 

 

I want us to notice here that there were negative circumstances that brought these two 

together – hard circumstances.  For Jesus there was controversy with the Pharisees.  The 

Pharisees already had a rivalry with John the Baptist.  By this point he was in prison.  

Jesus was associated with John the Baptist so He could have faced imprisonment and 

interrogation as well.  The Pharisees had their attention set on Him.  Jesus said He wasn’t 

afraid because His time had not yet come, but He had to get out of there. 

 

This woman also had hard situations in her life that brought her to Jacob’s Well when she 

came.  What time of day was she there?  The Bible tells us it was at the sixth hour.  Do 

you know what time that is in the Jewish reckoning of time?  Noon.  She was there in the 

noonday heat of the beating sun.  Most of the women who had the task of gathering water 

for their household jugs did it in the morning, in the coolness of dawn or they did it in the 



4 

 

evening in the coolness of dusk.  There would be other ladies gathered there at these 

times as well.  It would be a social opportunity.  It would be a time for them to talk with 

each other and to share about how things were going. 

 

This lady is there right in the middle of the noonday sun when there would be very few 

people, if any.  Why would she be getting water at that time?  Could it be that she was 

avoiding people?  This is certain to be the case, because what we’re going to find out 

about this woman as the story unfolds before us is that she had been married five times.  

Now she was living with a person that was not her husband.  She was intimate with a 

man who she was not bound to in marriage.  She would have felt that it was not worth the 

awkwardness, heaviness, stares, and whispers she would sense around her so she went at 

a time when there were no other people there.  So there were hard circumstances in her 

life, too.  It was because of these hard circumstances that God brought both of them 

together at the same time.   

 

We can face hard circumstances from all kinds of different sources in our lives as well.  It 

could be that our relational world is being rocked by people that we know and care about.  

It could be that we have a place of employment that we would prefer to stay at but know 

that we are not going to be there much longer.  It could be a home we are living in and 

circumstances are working out where we might not be in that home too much longer.  We 

think about these things and there is a whole lot of heaviness related to these things.  But 

even in the midst of the difficult things of life, we can know that God is at work and He 

has the ability to bring marvelous good even through the things that weigh down our 

hearts.   

 

We see Jesus entering into this women’s world through the providence of God.  

Providence, I believe, has brought them together.  Now we continue on and we take a 

look at what is before us next.  We see Jesus beginning a work of revelation, of revealing 

Himself to her – a work of illumination giving her light about who He is and what His 

gift is.  This work of revelation stretches through all the forty-two verses of this story.  

It’s an awesome thing.  There was revelation as she came into a greater understanding of 

Jesus.  This work of revelation was not like a light switch – ding – it goes on and then 

suddenly bright light floods and enters the room.  It was not that kind.  Does anybody 

have a dimmer switch in their house?  With a dimmer switch the light is turned up 

gradually and then suddenly the light is fully on.  The work of revelation throughout this 

story is something of a gradual increase of light in this women’s life.   

 

When the woman approached Jesus at the well, He said to her, “Women, give me a 

drink?”  I don’t think He asked it as a question but more like a statement.  I don’t think 

He was being rude.  “I need a drink.  Women will you give me a drink?”  Then was see 

how she responded in verse 9: 

 
9
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 

from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)” 

The woman was perplexed at Jesus even talking to her.  Samaritans didn’t talk to Jews.  

Jews had no dealing with Samaritans, but here was Jesus asking for her to give Him a 

drink of water.  John’s editorial in verse 9 says, “For Jews have no dealings with the 
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Samaritans.”  [That was true.  The Jews felt that everything that was touched by a 

Samaritan was defiled.  They didn’t want to have anything to do with them.] 

 

There is so much interesting history here, but I will give you just a glimpse of it.  The 

animosity started between these two peoples in about 722 BC when the Assyrian Army 

came in and invaded the northern kingdom of Israel and took the vast majority of the 

population off in captivity back to their land of Assyria into slavery.  But there was a 

remnant of defeated Israelites that remained in that region of the northern kingdom of 

Jerusalem.  Then the Assyrians repopulated their homes, their fields, and everything that 

had been left.  They repopulated that area with pagan polytheists from throughout their 

entire empire.  The Jewish people had a decision to make at that point in time, would they 

resist and seek to preserve what remnant of their Judaism remained or would they 

intermingle and intermarry with these people.  By in large they intermarried with all of 

these foreigners, Gentiles, and all of the pagans with all of their false gods.   

 

From the Jewish perspective it was the mixing of races and religion that they could not 

tolerate.  They viewed the people of Samaria as absolutely unclean.  It came to the point 

where monotheism prevailed again in that region of Samaria.  They began taking 

trappings of Judaism back in, but it was an altered and perverted form of Judaism.  They 

took Mt. Gerazim and made it as their central place of worship.  They denied Zion was 

the place where the Messiah would come from.  It was all about Mt. Gerazim.  They took 

all of the Old Testament and rejected the portions that spoke of Zion as the place where 

God would manifest His presence at the temple.  They altered the Pentateuch.  They did 

all of this and so the conservative, Orthodox Jews of Jerusalem of Judea and even the 

ones of Galilee in the north, looked upon the Samaritans and said that they were unclean 

and unsaved.  What the Samaritans believed in was a perversion and the Jews would have 

nothing to do with them.  There was a form of total segregation that took place. 

 

We have the staunch, smell of segregation from our recent history here in the United 

States; a very foul odor isn’t it?  Could you believe that in our country that architecture 

and plans for the plumbing of buildings was built to accommodate racial bigotry?  Can 

you believe that happened in our nation within the past fifty years?  Is it unthinkable to 

you?  There was a form of segregation here too. 

 

A Jew would have nothing to do with anything a Samaritan touched.  If they sat in a pew, 

that whole pew would be off limits and unclean.  Jews didn’t sit on any seat that a 

Samaritan sat on.  Jews would not go near a plate that a Samaritan ate food from.  Neither 

would they go near a cup or glass that a Samaritan used.  All of these things were off 

limits and unclean – segregation.  This was going on in the cultural history of that time.  

In addition, Jewish men, especially the Pharisees, would barely even look at women.  

They would not relate to women in public.  Some of the Pharisees were so strict about 

this that if they were walking down the street of town and some ladies were coming 

toward them they would duck their heads and not look or even glance their way because 

they didn’t want to be thought of as men who were thinking inappropriate thoughts 

toward women.  This is how serious it was. 
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So it was just the two of them.  We have this Samaritan woman, and a woman who was 

recognized in Samaria as an immoral woman.  Jesus was sitting by the well alone and she 

was coming to the well alone.  According to the cultural mores of the day, they wouldn’t 

even have looked at each other let alone interacted with each other.  What did God the 

Son do?  What did He do with all of the bigotry?  What did He do with the legalistic laws 

of the day?  He took them and cast them aside.  He approached this woman whose life 

was absolutely empty and asked for a drink of water from her cup.  That’s awesome!  We 

get a glimpse of how God acts when He enters into this world, and sees a person who is 

absolutely empty; whose life is absolutely undone because of sin and lack of truth.  He is 

willing to enter in, isn’t He? 

 

Jesus would have probably shared a bowl of ice-cream with her!  I have this thing about 

sharing ice-cream from the same bowl.  I just can’t bring myself to do it.  Jesus was kind 

of doing that with this woman.  He asked her for a drink from her ladle.  In that first 

century culture this request was absolutely shocking.  He was starting His work of 

revelation.  He started the work of illumination trying to help her understand that even 

though He was a Jew, He was not a normal Jew who had been lost in all of the legalism 

of Judaism and the racial bigotry in Jerusalem and Israel.  He wanted her to know that He 

was not like that.  That’s what He got across to her at first.  This would have been 

shocking for that first century Jewish audience to read. 

 

Now we continue on in Verse 9: 

 
9 

The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 

from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)” 

 

Now Jesus is going to start turning up that light switch even more.  Jesus answered her in 

Verse 10: 

 
10

 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 

you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 

living water.”  

 

That is magnificent because again with some of the male/female interactions, men didn’t 

serve women water; women served men.  But Jesus said that I’ll give you the best water 

that you can even imagine.  He was getting into a much deeper level here.  The woman 

said to Him beginning in Verse 11: 

 
11

 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the 

well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
12

 Are you greater than our 

father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and 

his livestock.” 
13

 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 

thirsty again, 
14

 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 

thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.”  
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Jesus started speaking and seeking to get her heart attuned to some truths about whom He 

was and the gift that He gives.  “If you only knew who it was that is speaking before you 

right now.”  Did you get that early on in that paragraph?  If the woman only knew and if 

she knew the gift that Jesus gave – then through this passage Jesus equates His gift with 

living water.  They are one in the same.  The gift He gives is living water.  When it enters 

into a person it rises up from within them as a spring and issues forth all the way into 

eternity.   

 

What is this gift of living water that Jesus was speaking of?  It could be understood in one 

of two ways and it’s probably a mixture of both but, I think, that there is a heavier nuance 

on one of the particular aspects of this.  It is the gift of the Holy Spirit.  There is the gift 

of salvation spoken of in the New Testament.  Paul really focused in on that.  He talked 

about it in Romans when he talked about salvation by grace apart from works through 

faith.  The free gift of salvation – read about that in the book of Romans.  

 

Also the New Testament speaks about the gift of the Holy Spirit.  On the day of 

Pentecost, Peter talked about the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:38: 

 
38 And Peter said to them,

 “
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  So we have this language of the gift of the Holy 

Spirit; the gift of the Holy Spirit is the Living Water.  Paul would catch on with this in I 

Corinthians 12 when he talked about how we are given the Spirit to drink.  We drink that 

Living Water – it’s the Holy Spirit. 

 

So Jesus is looking at this woman like a daughter.  This is the Eternal One and He is 

telling her if she knew who He was, and the gift that He gives, this deep inner life giving 

replenishing fount, if she knew that He gives Living Water, she would have asked Him 

for it and He would have given it to her.  This is the nuance of this passage.   

 

On May 21, 2000 there was a gift that I just could not wait to give to the woman who was 

going to soon be my bride.  I drove her down to the Laguna Beach Salt Creek area.  I was 

going to ask Kristy to marry me, and I just wanted it to be the perfect sunset and 

situation.  I just got caught up in the entire event.  That was a long drive.  First of all, I 

had the ring up on my credenza for three or four weeks.  I bought the ring and I was 

waiting for the perfect time and then the time came when we drove down there.  The ring 

was in my pocket.  It’s true what they say.  It felt like it was going to burn a hole in my 

pocket.  I just couldn’t wait to give it to her and I was thinking how good it was going to 

be.  

 

Jesus also had a gift that He was going to give to His people and He was enthused about 

giving this gift to them.  It comes out in this passage and a little bit later in John 7 when 

Jesus was at the Feast of the Booths with the people of Judea.  On the last day of the 

Feast we read in John 7:37-39, where Jesus stood up and said that if anyone was thirsty 

let him come to Him and drink and streams of Living Water would flow from within him.  
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That’s what Jesus said and John added another little editorial statement, “By this he 

meant the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive.”   

 

Then we get into the upper room discourse on the eve of Jesus’ crucifixion and Jesus said 

to the disciples that He knew they were sad but it was for their good that He was going 

away, because if He didn’t go the Counselor would not come.  When He left He was 

going to send the Counselor to the disciples.  He will be with us and He will be within us.  

The Spirit of Life was coming and He was going to enter into the bodies of people who 

believe in the name of Jesus Christ.  He is going to enter into them so that they will be 

temples of the Holy Spirit as they walk around on earth.  Jesus told them that good things 

were ahead of them.  The Spirit was coming.  The Spirit is likened to a fount of living, 

replenishing water for the human soul.  

 

What happens if we don’t drink our water?  We get thirsty, right?  And it’s no fun being 

dehydrated.  But Jesus is saying that there is something that is absolutely vital for the 

human soul.  The Spirit is the Living Water and when He comes to reside within His 

people it is going to be as though springs of life are welling up from within them.  I hear 

that and I say, “Praise God,” I was reading this and that silly little song, “spring up oh 

well, splish splash within my soul – I’ve got a river of life” – I studied myself happy!  I 

studied myself joyful in the Spirit.  That’s how it works.  We commune with God through 

Scripture and we get to a quiet place where we are taking in the truth.  The Spirit begins 

moving up within us. 

 

When we talk about the Living Water pervading a human soul, some people say they 

don’t understand.  Let me ask you this?  How are you doing in seriously contemplating, 

meditating and submitting yourself to the truth of God’s word as though it were life 

giving bread; as though it was really supernatural?  Is your Bible collecting dust or are 

you giving it a little five minute reading or are you communing deeply in the Word of 

God.  What I find is that it’s when I really get myself separated and communing with the 

Lord in His Word that’s when the rushes of the Spirit come.   

 

Scripture says that we can grieve the Spirit.  Jesus said that the Spirit is a life giving 

fount, but we can grieve Him.  The Scripture says that we can quench the Spirit.  We can 

put out His flame by responding in apathy to the things that He calls us to do; by being 

enamored by the things of this world rather than being totally caught up in the truths of 

God and communing with the living Savior.  But Jesus said that He gave a fount for the 

soul.   

 

So Jesus is seeking to illuminate some things for this woman.  He is seeking to make 

some things clear so that she will understand them.  He is continuing the work of 

illumination and now He goes into the work of conviction.  He began to help her 

understand some things.  I’m not sure if she understood everything yet, and there was 

something else that was necessary.  Now comes the work of conviction in her life.  It says 

this in Verse 15: 

 
15

 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or 

have to come here to draw water.” 
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We don’t know how much she knew or how much she understood at this point.  It’s 

difficult to really say, but I will say that we see some receptivity in her, don’t we?  She 

was receptive.  I’m not sure that the light was fully blaring at this point with full 

understanding but there was probably kind of a mixture of things going on inside of her.  

But it’s interesting because she said to give her this water so that she would not be thirsty 

or have to come to the well anymore.  I can sympathize with her in that desire. 

 

Her village was about half a mile away from the well.  When was the last time you 

walked half a mile in the noonday sun?  That’s a long walk.  She walked back and forth 

and everyday she walked back and forth I would imagine that she was also thinking about 

the lingering memory of her five previous marriages.  I think she was very aware that she 

was going to draw water for a man who was using her for her body; a man who was 

taking advantage of her; who had not put a ring on her finger.  I imagine that there was 

some difficulty that was involved with what this woman was experiencing.  She told 

Jesus that if He could give her some other spring of water that would make it so that she 

didn’t have to come to the well anymore, she would take it.  But she hadn’t quite 

uncovered all of what this Man was saying to her yet. 

 

There is a very essential work of conviction that is necessary where ever the Spirit moves 

to bring His life and His healing He is going to hit the nerves and the most sensitive areas 

of life.  He is going to hit where sin is being covered and kept in darkness.  Believe it!   

 

So, we see what Jesus said to her beginning in Verse 16: 

 
16

 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 
17

 The woman 

answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I 

have no husband’; 
18

 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is 

not your husband. What you have said is true.”  

 

Jesus went straight to the sensitive spot of life for this woman, didn’t He?  I want to let 

you know that what we see happening here is absolutely consistent with the potent, 

powerful work of the Spirit of the Living God upon a person’s life.  Deep spiritual 

healing occurs when covered sin is exposed and dealt with; when sin is taken from the 

darkness into the light, and when mercy, forgiveness and new power are found from the 

Lord God to deal with those things.  That’s where potent, powerful life changing work of 

the Spirit comes into those most sensitive areas of life; those things that we would rather 

keep concealed; the things that we do not want to talk to other people about.  That’s 

getting right into the epicenter of where King Jesus and His Spirit will work. 

 

Let me tell you what concealed sin is like.  Concealed sin is like a swampy, murky, 

mosquito-ridden cesspool that will give us spiritual malaria and lead us to our spiritual 

demise.  That is what concealed sin is like.  Sin brought into the light; sin that is 

uncovered and confessed before the Living God primarily and also, I will add, to those 

we have sinned against.  Confessed sin is like allowing a fresh stream of crystal clear, 

replenishing, cool, living water come into that situation and sweep away all of the 
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disease-ridden junk.  It replaces sin with newness of life.  That’s what confessing sin is 

like.   

 

What was going on in David’s life when he was trying to conceal and not talk about his 

sin before the Lord because he wanted to hold onto it?  In David’s psalms of confession, 

he said it would was like the rotting of his bones; cancer eating inside of him.  But what 

was it like when David confessed his sin?  Happy dance!!  His demeanor in those psalms 

was utterly transformed.  The life of God entered in.  Where sin is confessed and where 

contrition occurs and where Godly sorrow occurs in the heart it’s like a life-giving rush 

of clean water for the soul. 

 

If we have sinned against somebody, we have to do business with them.  It’s like 

concentric circles.  We have to confess our sin first to God, but if somebody else has been 

hurt by our sin, we have to confess to them as well.  James talked about the value of 

confessing sins to others.  “Confess your sins to one another that you might be healed.”  

James 5:16.  Did you know that is why we have fellowship groups and accountability 

groups at Bethel Grace? – to have people that we love and trust and who add grace into 

our lives.  That’s why we have these groups.  What does it say in Hebrews 3?  “See to it 

brothers that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 

God, but encourage one another daily as long as it is called the day.” 

 

We are to have a tight knit clustering of people that we know and trust that loves and 

cares for us who are going admonish us a little bit if we are trying to justify and hold onto 

our sin - but all in the spirit of loving kindness, fellowship, koinonia, agape and grace.  

This is when healing comes forth, Oh I pray, I pray, I pray that the character of our 

people here at Bethel Grace will be utterly grace-giving, so that when people actually 

speak to others in this body of believers about the sin that ails them, the sin that they are 

scared to death to tell another soul about, when they tell an inner circle of friends what’s 

going on in life they will find an overflowing rush of love, grace, support and strength to 

help that person have fullness of life. 

 

So Jesus was touching a nerve in the woman.  She didn’t want to talk about it, but Jesus, 

the gracious and wise King, said were’re going to talk about it.  She said I want the living 

water.  Jesus told her that if she wanted the living water they would have to talk about 

what was going on in her life.  Do you see that? 

 

Now we continue on with illumination going with the conviction and now going into 

grace.  Jesus was teaching her all about the Spirit and it was still kind of dim to her, but 

when He started talking about her life and her sin it was like a spiritual defibrillator.  

Suddenly things got really lively and in verse 19 she said the infamous words: 

 
19

 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 
20

 Our fathers 

worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 

people ought to worship.” 

 

About ninety-five percent of the commentaries and sermons on this passage of Scripture 

said that this was a nice dodge.  She would have been good at dodge ball.  She was trying 
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to dodge everything that Jesus just said and did.  When we talk to people about sin and it 

gets tight, they respond by asking about how many different groups of Baptists there are.  

That type of thing.  That’s how this statement is viewed.  That maybe what she was doing 

but I have been pondering this, and I don’t think that is what she was doing.  But she was 

in a place where this Man had just treated her with more kindness probably than any 

other man ever had in her life.  Maybe she had a good daddy, but he was long gone, and 

Jesus was treating her with extraordinary kindness; offering to give her water.  That 

would have stuck out like a comfortable thumb. 

 

Now Jesus began talking about her sin and she came up with this:  She said that she had 

grown up learning that it was on Mt. Gerazim that they went to worship the Lord.  That’s 

what she grew up with and it was her tradition.  She had always understood it this way.  

Now a Jew told her that Jerusalem is where people are to go and offer sacrifices for sin 

on the Day of Atonement, and that’s where people are to worship the Lord.   

 

She had grown up with the tradition of Mt. Gerazim but now a man was talking to her 

like no one had talked to her before and He told her that worship was in Jerusalem.  She 

must have wondered what she was to do with this information.  She was confused and 

needed to know what was next.  She grew up understanding that it was Gerazim.  The 

prophets and the Psalms, it’s all wrong.  It’s the version of the Pentateuch that talks about 

Gerazim, the modified one, that’s right.  Jesus had gotten to her and she needed to know 

what to do; which stream did she need to take? 

 

I read this in a kin with what the Philippians jailers said to Paul, “Sirs, what must we do 

to be saved?”  This was her saying, ok, you’ve got me.  Which way do I go now?  That’s 

how I understand this passage.  I think this view is confirmed in how Jesus affirmed this 

woman.   

 

Jesus answered her and He affirmed her in a marvelous way, Verse 21: 

 
21

 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.” 

 

What a statement – believe me; implicit here, “Women, you will worship the Father.”  I 

think that in this entire account that Jesus saw the life and the light entering into her.  

Now to answer her question, Verse 22: 

 
22

 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is 

from the Jews.” 

 

That was the answer to her question all along.  The Samaritans are wrong and have 

perverted things.  The Samaritans are wrong and the Jews have had it right.  Even though 

there were Pharisees and legalism in Judaism, by and large, the stream of truth went 

through Jerusalem.  Salvation is from the Jews, it is not for the Jews only.  The Jews were 

confused about that.  Salvation is from the Jews and Jesus was living out what every Jew 

should have been doing.  Salvation was from the Jews, but they made it so that it was for 

the Jews – just us!  It’s all about us.  In their incredible arrogance they felt it was from the 
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Jews, but it was meant to be spread out; people were to come and see the glory of 

Jerusalem and the nations were to be saved. 

 

Then Jesus said that the hour will come and is now here when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in Spirit and in truth for the Father is seeking such people to worship 

Him.  God is Spirit and those who worship must worship Him in Spirit and in truth.  The 

time has now come.  Jesus said that worship is all about Spirit and truth.  Worship must 

come from the soul.  It can’t just be formalism and tradition.  It can’t be just those things; 

it must come from within as the Spirit of God works. 

 

Worship must be in truth and that has two strings from it.  Worship must be in truth.  It 

must accord with historical, spiritual reality.  The Samaritans were an early version of the 

many modern day cults.  They changed history.  They adapted the Scriptures to fit their 

doctrine.  This was very much akin to what Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses and others 

do.  They literally adapt Scriptures and pervert it to meet their doctrinal necessities.  

That’s what those Samaritans were doing.  And Jesus said that you must worship in truth.  

You must get in line with what all the prophets have revealed about the Lord.   

 

Then truth must be without guile or hypocrisy.  She was trying to cover some things up, 

but I will tell you what, you will worship the Lord when you come out into the light; 

when you will worship the Lord and when you stop trying to hid your sin in darkness and 

you come out as you are just like we sang in this song – “God, I am sinful, I am in need, I 

need for you to do this marvelous work of grace in my life.”  Worship takes place when 

we do not hide sin but come out in truth.  Then all through the rest of this chapter revival 

broke loose in Samaria as a result of the work that Jesus began in her. 

 

Revelation 22:17, “The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”  And let the one who hears say, 

“Come.”  And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of 

life without price.”  Let them take it – let them take it. 

 

I was looking at my mom’s study Bible on that passage where it says, “If you knew who 

it was who spoke to you, you would have asked.”  I just love my mom’s little comment 

that she had in the margin of her Bible, “Have you asked?”  I don’t ask for the fullness of 

the Spirit nearly enough in my life.  Have you asked?  Have you asked?  If you ask the 

Lord to lead you, streams of living water will flow from you.  Have you asked?  Jesus 

said if you knew, you would ask.  So as we sing this song that deals with the Lord’s 

faithfulness to us, ask that the Spirit will fill your life! 

 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 

 


